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 While we wait for our service there is an opportunity to learn the 
Children of Light Song.

 Dave Godfrey with members of the JAM Club  
at Archbishop of York’s Junior School, York

Introductory Music Played by Ben Morris – 
 Assistant Director of Music

Welcome and opening prayer
Young People from St Edward’s Church, Dringhouses

Song CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT By Bernadette Farrell 
 Led by Beverley Minster Choir

 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
Light for the world to see.

Chorus Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts 
Shine through the darkness 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church 
Gathered today

 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow’r to save us, 
Make us your living voice.

Chorus Christ, be our light…

 Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
Shared until all are fed.

Chorus Christ, be our light…

 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
Walls made of living stone

Chorus Christ, be our light…
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 Many the gifts, many the people. 
Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
Making your kingdom come.

Chorus Christ, be our light…

 During this song panels will be broughty forward to create our art 
installation. Each panel has been decorated by representatives from each 
of the Diocese of York’s twenty one deaneries, the Archbishop’s Palace at 
Bishopthorpe, York Minster and Diocesan House. The twenty four panels 
make a picture of Jesus on the cross – a central theme of our faith – by 
Ethiopian artist Nebiyu Assafa.

Names of all the artists:
Aimee Brett –  
   St Mary’s Beverley,
The Townend family –  
   Bridlington,
Timmy and Phoebe Ramsden –  
   St Nicholas Husthwaite,
Olivia and Daddy Hedges – Redcar,
Holly and Libby Preston – Howden,
Jodie Whetton and family –  
   St John’s Drypool,
Thomas and Phoebe –  
   St Barnabas Linthorpe,
St Oswalds Thirsk,
Families @ 3 after school club 
   Hornsea,

Emily Jones – St Hilda’s Youth Club Ampleforth,
Alfred S. Griffiths – St Johns Stamford Bridge,
Matt and Ben – Stokesley,
Ben – St Paul’s York,
Daisy and Phoebe Hughes – St Mary’s Tadcaster,
Lydia Pope – York Minster,
The Halkyard family and other participants of ‘Hilda’s Heirs’ Whitby,
Young people from St Edwards Dringhouses,
Representatives of Derwent Deanery, the Diocese of York Education  
   Department and Bishopthorpe Palace
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What does it mean to be light?
 Interviews with children and young people – from around the Diocese

 Carolyn Edwards – Diocesan Children and Youth Adviser

 The story of the boy Samuel – based on 1 Samuel 3

Told by the YOYO (York School & Youth Trust) team

 Live as Children of Light – readings from Isaiah 9,  
Matthew 5 and Ephesians 5 

 Read by young people from All Saints and St James, Northallerton

 Those who walked in the dark have seen a bright light. 
And it shines upon everyone who lives in the land of darkest shadows. 
For you were once in darkness but now you are light in the Lord.  
Live as children of light.

 You are people of the light because you belong to the Lord. 
So act like people of the light and make your light shine. 
Be good and honest and truthful, as you try to please the Lord.

 You are the light of the world. 
You are the light of the world. 
You are the light of the world. 
So live as the children of light.

 A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. 
No one would light a lamp and put it under a clay pot. 
A lamp is placed on a lampstand where it can give light to everyone in 
the house.

 Act like people of the light and make your light shine. 
Make your light shine, so that others will see the good that you do 
and will praise your Father in heaven. 
Be good and honest and truthful, as you try to please the Lord.

 You used to be like people living in the dark
 but now you are the people of the light because you belong to the Lord.
 So act like people of the light and make your light shine.  

Live as children of light

Talk The Most Revd Stephen Cottrell – Archbishop of York
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Respond and Reflect
 You can close your eyes and let the music wash over you or join in making 

shapes with our hands to help us think about what it means to share God’s 
light in the world

 L is for love (heart shaped hands). Thank you God that you love us so 
much that you sent Jesus to show us we can be friends with you

 I need to love God, others and myself (pointing up, out and to myself). 
You made us a beautiful creation in your loving image, help us to love 
you, ourselves and those around us

 G – God helps us to be Generous (holding hands out). Help us to be 
generous with what we have, what we think and say, and what we do

 H – stands for the Hope that Jesus brings (cupped hands). Help us to 
bring your hope and light into the dark situations in our world

 T – reminds us to say thank you (jazz hands). Thank you that you are 
an awesome God, who is the light of the world. Help us to be light too.

 Now get ready to turn on the light that you have brought with you.  
As the steward gets to your row turn on your light and soon we will flood 
the whole building with our light.

Music QUID RETRIBUAM DOMINO
 Text: Psalm 116 – Music: Guy de Lioncourt

 Sung by the Beverley Minster Choir

Prayers Led by Laura Carlisle – a Mustard Seed Stepping Up Leader 
 from Hull and her family

 Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  Amen.
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Song WALK IN THE LIGHT
 The Spirit lives to set us free, 

Walk, walk in the light. 
He binds us all in unity, 
Walk, walk in the light.

Chorus Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light, 
Walk in the light of the Lord.

 Jesus promised life to all, 
Walk, walk in the light. 
The dead were wakened by his call, 
Walk, walk in the light.

Chorus Walk in the light…

 He died in pain on Calvary, 
Walk, walk in the light. 
To save the lost like you and me, 
Walk, walk in the light.

Chorus Walk in the light…

 We know his death was not the end, 
Walk, walk in the light. 
He gave his Spirit to be our friend, 
Walk, walk in the light.

Chorus Walk in the light…

 The Spirit lives in you and me, 
Walk, walk in the light; 
His light will shine for all to see, 
Walk, walk in the light.

Chorus Walk in the light…

 © 1978 Kevin Mayhew Ltd 
Led by Beverley Choir
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Commissioning Prayer
 The Most Revd Stephen Cottrell – Archbishop of York

 Jesus is the light of the world, and as his followers we are called to 
be that light, the light that darkness cannot overcome. He teaches 
us to love each other as he has loved us, so that his light might shine 
through us and the world might see him and come to know his love 
for themselves.

 Parents and carers, teachers, children’s and youth leaders, people of 
York Diocese, will you strive to protect and nurture the children and 
young people of the Diocese as bearers of the light of Jesus?

 We will.
 Will you pray for them regularly and encourage them to shine as 

lights in the world?

 We will.
  Children and young people, will you lead us in these responses:

 Where there is conflict 
We will bring peace 
We will act with Jesus’ love

 Where there is fear and shame 
We will bring mercy and courage 
We will act with Jesus’ love

 Where there is injustice 
We will stand up for what is right 
We will act with Jesus’ love

Children of Light Song
Written especially for the Children of Light Festival by Revd Simon Bray, 

led by Dave Godfrey and members of the JAM Club at 
Archbishop of York’s CofE Junior School, York

 Children of light, children of God, 
Called out of darkness by wonderful love. 
Live in the light, children of God, 
Mirroring glory in heaven above.

 We’re gonna shine out, burn bright, 
Love well, choose right, 
We are children of light (repeat)



8

 Walk in the light, children of God, 
Loving each other, standing as one 
We are the light, kindled by God, 
Living the story of Jesus the Son

 We’re gonna shine out, burn bright, 
Love well, choose right, 
We are children of light (repeat)

Dave has also produced a video of this song which can be  
accessed at https://vimeo.com/527715434

Blessing
 The Most Revd Stephen Cottrell – Archbishop of York

 Thank you for coming and thank you to all the children and young 
people who have led us in our celebration. We hope that you are 
encouraged and inspired to share the light of Jesus across the 
Diocese of York.

 We would like to thank York Minster, the Archbishop of York and his 
team for their help in putting this service together, along with friends 
of the Diocese of York including:

 Mark Comer and Helen Cross for the art installation and order  
of service

 Dave Godfrey

 Robert Poyser – Director of Music at Beverley Minster, and  
Ben Morris Organist at York Minster

 YoYo – York Schools and Youth Trust (YoYo), is a Christian Charity 
working in primary and secondary schools . Working with churches 
across the city its aim is ‘to bring the Christian faith alive’.  
If you would like to know more about the charity please email  
office@yoyotrust.org.uk

 For more information about activities and resources from the 
Diocese of York, please contact Carolyn.edwards@yorkdiocese.org


