
Before the session ask one of the leaders to go and hide for this 
activity. Make a big fuss about checking that everybody is here, 
naming as many people as possible. Point to the team members 
and name them before realizing that one of them is missing. If you 
have space you can all go searching for them, if not, then make a 
show of looking and calling out before they reappear. 
 
In today’s story someone very important gets lost  

 I wonder how Mary and Joseph felt when they realised Jesus 
was missing 

 I wonder how Jesus felt when he realised that Mary and        
Joseph had been worrying about him 

 I wonder where I feel safe and at home and how I can make 
others feel like that 

Read ‘Jesus the boy’ (p130) 
 
Ask if anyone has ever got lost or separated from their loved ones 
(be sensitive if you have refugee families in your group).  
 
Talk about how frightening it must be, but remind everyone that    
Jesus knew he was safe because he was in God’s special place - 
the temple - it felt like home.  
 
The clever men and wise teachers thought he was cleverer than 
them because he knew all about God! What they didn’t realise is 
that he knew all that because he actually is God! 

Read ‘Father and Son’ by Geraldine McCraughrean 

Talk about the Jewish tradition of Torah study and the importance 

they place on reading and learning their scripture. What lessons 

might we learn from this? 

Look at some ‘Where’s Wally?’ books together 

Jesus the boy 
Luke 2:41-51 

Aim: to see that Jesus is special 
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Sadly the gospel writers don’t tell us very much about Jesus’s childhood but 
this story in Luke does give us some insight into what an extraordinary young 
man he must have been. As a parent, it is easy to side with Mary and Joseph, 
empathizing with their feelings of panic when they realized that Jesus was not 
with them on the road from Jerusalem. But Jesus reminds them, and us, that 

        our relationship with God should be the most important focus of our lives.  
 
And in the temple, all who heard Jesus talking were amazed at his knowledge and          
wisdom. Hindsight is a wonderful thing, and we can look on this scenario with a wry smile 
because we know who Jesus is and what he went on to do. But, at the time, it must have 
seemed very strange to those listening to Jesus to hear a young lad who knew his       
scriptures so well and talked as if he actually knew God! 



   

 

 

 

 

 He says that you’re amazing 

 The Lion Roars 

 I’m yours 

 

 

Give each grown up a bottle of 
bubbles. Tell everyone that God 
loves to hear our thoughts and 
prayers, our hopes and dreams. 
He loves it when we say thank 

you. He forgives us when we say sorry. He 
gives when we ask.  
 
Imagine that your prayers the thoughts and 
feelings you want to share with God are like 
bubbles rising. As we watch the bubbles rise 
we are going to pray 
 
Encourage the grown ups to start blowing 
bubbles 
 
These bubbles represent all the things we 
want to say thank you for 
 
These bubbles represent all the things we 
want to say sorry for 
 
These bubbles represent all the things we 
want to ask God for 
 
Say ‘Amen’ and encourage some bubble 
freeplay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Encourage the grown ups to take 
home the bottle of bubbles and 
use them to pray at home 

 Draw an outine of the temple on a large 
piece of paper (see picture below). Encourage everyone to      
decorate it by    
sticking small      
rectangles of          
paper or sand        
paper on to it 
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 Play hide and seek or      

peekaboo 

 Have lots of reveal books 

and puzzles available for 

children to engage with 

 




